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Mayor of the City of Wodonga, CR 
Anna Speedie kicked off the event by 
welcoming the guests. The event 
included keynote presenters and 
speakers that covered information 
around the economic development in 
the Albury-Wodonga region, benefits 
of inland rail to the region, SCT’s 
achievements so far and future plans.

In addition, an expert panel 
consisting of Geoff Smith (Managing 
Director – SCT Group), Peter Winder 
(General Manager – ARTC) and  
Mark Dixon (CEO – City of Wodonga) 
answered questions raised by the 
guests. The audience comprised local 
and interstate guests consisting of 
representatives of major manufacturing, 
agricultural producers, FMCG, meat 
and poultry producers, stevedores, 
shipping lines, international forwarders 
and all levels of government.

Founder and Chairman of the SCT 

Group, Peter Smith and CEO Glenn 
Smith were on stage to share the 
company journey and family story. 
Peter’s journey from Truck Driver to 
owner of the largest private rail 
operator in Australia, still very much 
remains an untold story.

At this intimate event, Peter Smith 
shared his journey, including a 
defining meeting with Sir Peter Abeles, 
which encouraged the launch of SCT 
Rail. Peter spoke of his mentors in the 
industry including transport icon Peter 
Gunn, his affiliation with the local 
Wodonga region and how his passion 
for SCT has transferred to his sons 
Geoff Smith (MD) and Glenn Smith 
(CEO), today.

Glenn Smith, CEO, equally shared 
his childhood recollections of Peter, 
the business and his memories. As 
SCT approaches its 50th anniversary, 
Glenn spoke of his and the family’s 

appreciation for the customer 
friendships that have been developed 
over many years, as well as their loyal 
staff, Board members and committed 
Executive team.

In the words of City of Wodonga 
Mayor Anna Speedie, SCT has brought 
energy to the logic centre located in 
Barnawartha. “It is pleasing to hear 
SCT runs four weekly interstate services 
through this region to Brisbane, 
Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth, and  
now to the Port of Melbourne (PoM).  
We hope this connectivity will 
continue to attract new tenants, like 
XLAM and Formula Forage Australia 
to the logic hub.”

(Above left): City of Wodonga Mayor Anna 
Speedie welcomed local and interstate guests to 
the SCT Logistics anniversary event. 

(Above right L-R): Damon Cantwell, Partner 
Deloitte, with SCT’s Charles Mobrici and SCT’s 
Executive Chairman, Peter Smith.

SCT Logistics 
Logic Estate Third Year Celebration
Whilst SCT’s presence in the Albury/Wodonga region spans over 40 years, the SCT Group recently celebrated 
the three year anniversary of the Logic Estate Intermodal Terminal with an industry event held at the Huon Hill 
venue supported by the City of Wodonga and ARTC. 



SCT/Kraft Heinz -  
Continuation of a long partnership

SCT’s Depot Manager - Rail, Stephen 
Treloar, was honoured to present 
Locomotive Drivers Philip Garrad and 
Rick Graham, awards in recognition of 
exceptional performance beyond what 
was required of their position and who’s 
actions made a significant contribution to 
enhancing the status of the organisation.

The award was in recognition of fixing 
a significant coolant leak on an SCT 
locomotive travelling between Perth 

and Penfield, which posed a substantial 
delay in delivering our customers’ freight. 
“A lot of things can happen across the 
Nullarbor,” said Geoff Smith, Managing 
Director. “Assistance is often a long way 
away, so the more we can encourage 
and educate our drivers to take the 
initiative in dealing with these types of 
situations, the better we can service our 
customers.” 

Thank you, Philip and Rick.

Above (L-R): Driver Philip Garrad, Penfield Depot 
Manager Stephen Treloar and Driver Trainer Rick 
Graham.

Recognising exceptional performances

SCT in conjunction with the Kraft Heinz Company, are pleased to announce that 
a three-year contract has been agreed to.

The SCT Group is pleased to continue 
its 30-year relationship with the Kraft 
Heinz Company. The scope of services 
SCT will provide the Kraft Heinz Company 
includes door-to-door East Coast and 
East-West rail linehaul local PUD services.  
SCT will move around 130,000 tonnes 
annually over the term of the $45 million 
contract. The Kraft Heinz Company has 
three main distribution centres, at Altona 
VIC, Seven Hills NSW and Northgate QLD. 
SCT has the site locations and service 
capabilities that complement the Kraft 
Heinz freight task, particularly the 
efficiencies gained through the Kraft 
Heinz National DC being positioned at 
the SCT Altona rail hub.

Over the journey, the two companies 
have worked closely to forge a strong 
partnership, allowing both companies 
to grow in the Australian market.  
Both organisations have a strong focus 
on health and safety and chain of 
responsibility. SCT’s ability to show that it 
meets and exceeds the required service 
criteria has been a key element in creating 

a successful trading partnership. David 
Moyle, Head of Logistics for Kraft  
Heinz stated: “By providing efficiencies 
and cost savings to the Kraft Heinz 
Company and having a strong focus on 
continuous improvement, SCT Logistics 
continues to be the ideal partner for us. 
Also having our National DC located at 
the railhead and SCT operation provides 
commercial efficiencies for the Kraft 
Heinz Company.”

Glen O’Brien, General Manager Sales 
for SCT also added that “the Kraft Heinz 
business is critical to the success of the 
SCT Group and we are again pleased to 
extend our valuable relationship for a 
further three years. I would also like to 
thank Craig Hill, Victorian Contract 
Manager, for his dedication and attention 
to detail in delivering this successful 
outcome.

(Pictured above from L-R): 
Glen O’Brien (SCT General Manager Sales), David 
Moyle (Head of Logistics ANP for Kraft Heinz) and Pat 
Kerin (SCT General Manager Commercial).

Gemco Rail 
Partnership

Gemco Rail (a leading independ-
ent national maintainer of rail 
rolling stock), and SCT’s partnership 
stretches back over 20 years when 
SCT constructed Gemco’s first 
state-of-the-art rail maintenance 
facility at Forrestfield WA. 

This partnership now continues 
with the development of a new 
facility in Altona, Victoria.  
The purpose-built, rolling stock, 
maintenance facility is anticipated to 
commence operation in April 2020.

Designed with the capacity to 
accommodate 80% more wagons, 
the facility will be equipped with 
the most modern state-of-the-art 
technology, reducing the current 
four-hour wheel changing process to 
just 24 minutes. SCT’s fleet of 1100 
wagons will have a quicker turn-
around time resulting in reduced 
downtime for rolling stock and 
improved on-time train performance. 
Increasing SCT’s wagon access will 
result in a more reliable service to 
our customers across the network.
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Firstly, our thoughts go out to all those 
who have and continue to be affected 
by the recent and ongoing bushfire 
events that have devastated our country, 
particularly in NSW and QLD.

It has been a time where all aspects 
of the community have been touched 
in some way by the events.

The impact on our own people and 
the business has been significant, 
however, I’d like to point out a few areas 
where our people have gone over and 
above through this time of extreme 
uncertainty.

Firstly, our train crews who were often 

confronted by the fires and forced to 
wait with trains and sometimes removed 
from areas to be replaced by new 
crews. Their commitment to the SCT 
business and the customers we serve 
was simply sensational.

Then we had our staff in Brisbane, 
Wodonga and Melbourne where regular 
rosters were continually thrown out the 
window. Our committed staff frequently 
re-worked their schedules to be available 
as needed, to load or unload trains, 
rebooking thousands of time-slots to 
pick-up or deliver our customers’ freight.

Finally, our rail and train planning 

teams worked around the clock to 
ensure we got things moving as quickly 
as possible and in turn minimised the 
flow-on effects of the delays.

Whilst our working life is so much 
easier when things run smoothly, and 
we meet our customers’ and our own 
service expectations; unfortunately, that’s 
not always the case. A more accurate 
measure is how we respond and perform 
in those challenging times.

A big thank-you from SCT’s Board and 
Executive goes out to all of you.

’Unprecedented’ bushfires across NSW and QLD

As another year slips by and we head 
into 2020, I must compliment our staff 
and management on how our team 
deals with challenging events. The influx 
of volume through the October to 
December peak period is challenging at 
the best of times. The effort and flexibility 
from our teams across the country in 
managing through the unprecedented 
fire conditions and line closures has 
been extraordinary. 

In 2020 SCT will continue to invest in 
terminal upgrades, new and improved 
infrastructure, technology and innovation. 
Major upgrades to our Altona terminal 

will commence early New Year including 
a significant investment in a new cross 
dock temperature-controlled facility. 
Our continued investment in rail terminal 
infrastructure, including a new rolling 
stock maintenance facility at Altona, will 
further improve efficiency and on-time 
performance.

We’ll continue to lobby for pricing 
parity across all modes of transport for 
the use of the available infrastructure. 
Additionally, we will continue to develop 
our relationship with Government and 
regulators as they focus on combating 
congestion and the transport network 

vision for the future.  
On behalf of our family and the Board 

at SCT, we wish you and your families  
a very Merry Christmas and safe and 
joyful festive period. 

Geoff Smith
Managing Director

Message from our Managing Director



Whilst the implementation of SAP into 
our business has not been without its 
challenges, our continued investment in 
the operating system is putting SCT at the 
forefront of freight tracking technology. 

These initiatives continue to 
strengthen our transport operation 

 and enable our management team 
to gather information across multiple 
systems, combining data, and visually 
providing our customers with real-time 
tracking.

SCT’s capital investment into equip-
ment is extensive. During the course  
of 2019, two GPS tracking systems 
underwent implementation throughout 
the entire SCT fleet – MT Data, our 
Vehicle Tracking Solution which connects 
to SCT’s road fleet of 170 vehicles and 
loT our Inventory Management System 
which tracks our 1500 plus assets 
consisting of containers, trailers, loco- 
motives and rolling stock.

By GPS tracking SCT’s equipment a 

number of benefits are achieved 
including the uploading of reports in 
real-time direct to SAP, and enabling 
our Rail & Load Planning Teams to 
make the best decisions with peak time 
information whilst preparing our trains.

In addition to this MT Data monitors 
Mass & Fatigue Management, reports 
pre and post vehicle checks, incidents 
and defects, andit transmits pick-up 
and delivery addresses and provides 
our Drivers with directional maps. The 
technology also allows us to eradicate 
the manual writing of daily Run Sheets 
and eliminates the keying of over 5000 
consignments per month.

SCT’s IT Department have loaded 
over 2,000 customer locations into the 
system, and SCT is looking forward to 
delivering to our customers a world-
class, state-of-the-art, Freight Tracking 
System, which includes imminent 
notifications associated with SCT 
vehicles and their consignments.

Track and Trace

Finke Desert Race -  
old enough to know better

Shout out to our intrepid CEO, Glenn 
Smith, who in June this year competed 
in his 1st Finke Desert Race aboard the 
SCT Motorsports - KTM 500.

Most would be aware that Glenn’s 
passions include motorsports and 
flying, but not everyone would know 
that he also spent much of his childhood 
and early adult life competing at the 
national levels of Motocross including 
being crowned the 1986 Junior National 
Champion.

Whilst Glenn would be the first to 
admit that his glory days are well past, 

after a lengthy retirement, we congrat-
ulate him on finishing 310th in a field 
of 600 registered starters and finishing 
36th out of the 89 competitors in his 
class. A great effort. “One of the hardest 
things I’ve done in my life.” explained 
Glenn shortly after completing the 
course.

Whilst its December and Glenn’s still 
recovering, could we look forward to a 
possible Podium finish in 2020?

Top photo: Glen with his number  1 fan, 
daughter Issy, who from all accounts was 
quite disappointed with her father’s result.

SCT Penfield 
SA hosts 
Minister

SCT Penfield SA was delighted 
to host the Honourable Stephen 
Knoll MP, Minister for Transport, 
Infrastructure and Local Govern–
ment and Planning in June this 
year. The Ministers time was very 
much appreciated as it provided 
an opportunity to discuss the 
challenges and some of our 
concerns currently facing the rail 
freight industry in South Australia.

SCT transports over 10,000 
containers by rail directly into 
Flinders Port each year, removing 
around 12,250 truck movements 
off local metropolitan roads. SCT’s 
Penfield facility now employs 
nearly 300 people on a full-time 
basis across the site.

The Hon Stephen Knoll MP with  
SCT’s Matt Eryurek (left) and  

South Australia State Manager, Max Bourke.

(L-R): Systems Developer - Frank Wood, SAP Business Process Lead - Cameron Head, CIO - Sean Atchinson,  
IT Infrastructure Manager - Adam Roberston and SAP Functional Analyst - Ling Ling.



CFO Melissa Dinning (from the SCT/
Woolworths Team, Erskine Park), and 
her son Jackson joined husband James 
and a team of his workmates from 
Suncorp in the annual MS Walk and 
Fun Run. Sydney put on a beautiful day 
for the event.

Melissa completed the 8km walk in 
about 1hr 40mins. She described the 
event as fun but challenging when it 
came to the hill climbs. “Whilst it was a 
challenge, it felt great as our team raised 
$15,000 for an awesome cause”, said 
Melissa.

We entered in memory of a long-time 
colleague of ours, who, while receiving 
intense treatment overseas, experienced 
complications, became ill and sadly 
passed away. Melissa was also proud to 

help raise funds in support of some of 
our own SCT colleagues living with MS. 
The event as a whole raised $363,000 
towards research and aiding those 
living with MS.

Melissa would like to thank her SCT 
colleagues who supported by donating 
whatever they could.

REWARDS & RECOGNITION AWARDSAwards & Recognition 2019

DECEMBER 2018
GARRY WILLS (NSW)
PM Operations Manager 
Contribution to the Business

TRUDIE VARCOE
Parkes Day Shift Supervisor 
Contribution to the Business

MARK SERZCKI (VIC) 
Day Shift Supervisor 
Contribution to the Business

CHERIE HYLAND (WA) 
Major Accounts Manager 
Leadership Excellence

MAY 2019
KAITLIN BROTHERIDGE (NSW)
Senior Accounts Manager 
Service Excellence

KAYLA KEELING (NSW)  
AM Operations Manager 
Contribution to the Business

SCOTT TRICKER (WA)  
Returns Coordinator (AM)  
Contribution to the Business 
Service Excellence

JUNE 2019
DANIELLE LICHT (HO) 
Accounts Receivable Officer 
Contribution to the Business

NOVEMBER 2019
DIANNE ZAMMIT (HO) 
Senior Financial Accountant 
Service Excellence

JAMIE HOLLAND (SA) 
Forklift Driver 
Contribution to the Business

JEREMIAH MADDEN (WOD) 
Team Leader 
Contribution to the Business

BEN HARRAP (WOD)
Operations Manager 
Contribution to the Business

RICHARD GRAHAM 
RAIL Driver Trainer 
Contribution to the Business

PHILIP GARRAD 
RAIL Driver Trainer 
Contribution to the Business

GRAHAM VERSTEGEN (NSW) 
Forklift Driver 
Contribution to the Business

CINDY PAPPAS (HO) 
EA to MD and CFO 
Service Excellence

BRODIE COMBE (SA)
Service Excellence

NEW  
appointments
VIC State Manager
SCT welcomes our 
new State Manager 
for Victoria –  
John Price.

John has over 
40 yrs experience 
working in the 
transport industry 
and over 22 of those  
years he has spent at TNT and Toll.  
John’s key strengths are driving 
operational improvement projects 
and managing large complex 
transport facilities.

John hails from Geelong and is 
a Cats Supporter. He also enjoys 
getting to the beach in his spare 
time. John is the proud father of 
two and the husband of Clare. 

We wish him well in his new 
role and know that everyone will 
get behind him to provide whatever 
supports he needs to be successful 
in the role.

People & Culture
The SCT Group is 

pleased to announce 
a new senior 
appointment to 
the Management 
Team. 

Phil Williamson 
has been appointed 
as our General Manager 
– People & Culture.

With a workforce that continues 
to grow, SCT has onboard this 
 new role to primarily focus on the 
continued development of the 
organisation’s culture and family 
values as well as introducing some 
exciting change to build on what 
we have today. One of the first 
projects will be the introduction of 
a Human Resource Information 
System that will automate and 
streamline many of our existing 
personnel processes. 

Other areas of focus will include 
reviewing Employee Engagement, 
Safety Continuous Improvement, 
and enhancing our Learning  
& Leadership Development 
programmes.

An organisation such as SCT cannot survive, let alone thrive without the wonderful 
support of our team. We are very pleased to acknowledge the below team members 
who were nominated for awards over the past 12 months. Congratulations on your 
awards and thank you for all you are doing for SCT.

Thank you also to those who took the time to nominate these very deserving 
recipients. Please be on the lookout for more acts of “above and beyond” for the 
next round of awards.

MS Walk and Fun Run in memory of a friend
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For the past 10 years, SCT has gleefully accepted the Parkes Golf Club’s invitation 
to sponsor their premier golfing event, and for this year’s 2019 Parkes Open 
Golf Tournament the tradition continued.

Tournament Director and Parkes 
Golf Club Captain David Stevenson said, 
along with the tournament committee 
and the golf club, he was delighted to 
welcome back SCT Logistics as the 
club’s major naming rights sponsor.

Bill Wakim, SCT’s Financial Controller 
– Sydney explained, “SCT has had a 
strong relationship with the club over 
the past 10 years, as well as providing 
regular contributions to local sporting 
bodies. We are delighted to sponsor 

one of the town’s premier sporting 
events which gains strong support 
throughout NSW”.

The tournament regularly attracts 
class players from across Western NSW, 
as well as gaining much exposure and 
attention throughout the golfing 
fraternity in Sydney and the state of NSW.

Photo (top right):  SCT’s Bill Wakim with 2019 
Championship winner Tim Burke (Parkes).

Photo (bottom right):  SCT’s Geoff MacAulay with 
2019 C Grade Winner Doug Wadwell (Asquith).

Parkes Golf Club Tournament
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SCT Christmas celebrations around Australia


